
Author:  Am y Bouch er
Date: 2/26/2017
Coordinate System:  NAD1983 Harn 
Projection: NAD_1983_HARN_S tatePlane_W ash ington_S outh _FIPS _4602_Feet
Data Sources: Departm ent of Ecology, US  Census, W AGDA, Pierce County

5 - 14
15 - 23
24 - 30
31 - 39
40 - 51
52 - 71
72 - 120
121 - 128
129 - 140

Arsenic Level 
(lowest to highest)

21 - 43
44 - 73
74 - 102
103 - 363

Lead Level 
(lowest to highest)

Child Density Popluation
per sq.mile

0 - 194
195 - 969
970 - 1,938
1,939 - 3,488
3,489 - 6,008
6,009 - 10,465
10,466 - 18,411
18,412 - 31,008
31,009 - 49,419

3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13

Density of Children &
Concentrations of Lead & Arsenic

WA Law: Residential properties cannot have higher 
than 20ppm of arsenic

Federal Law: Potential children's play area cannot have 
higher than 400ppm of lead

(lowest to highest)

Lead and arsenic occur in nature in som e places, but th ey are also em itted as
byproducts of th e copper-sm elting process. Both  are tox ic m etals th at carry a num ber
of k now n long-term  h ealth  th reats, from  developm ental problem s to cancer, w h en
people inh ale or ingest th em .
Ch ildren are especially vulnerable to being ex posed to both  th rough  ingesting soil or
dust. Th ey play outdoors and aren’t always th orough  about wash ing dirt off th eir
h ands before th ey touch  food or put th eir fingers in th eir m outh s.
Th e Asarco sm elter, located in Tacom a along Rustin W ay, w h ich  is long gone,
scattered enough  of each  elem ent in th e soil and dust of th e region th at state officials
still consider it a public-h ealth  th reat.
Read m ore h ere:
h ttp://ww w.th enew stribune.com /new s/local/article43503663.h tm l#storylink =cpy


